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Setting up the DMP governance infrastructure
AD #5 is part of the DMP Approved Documents series since IDP-1 and the item “Draft Call for Proposals on DMP Content Registration Authority” has been on GA agendas since GA09. The item, however, has never been discussed because of other priorities.
The recent efforts to bring the IDP reference software to maturity is putting renewed pressure on actually addressing the establishment of the DMP Content Registration Authority.

Imagine somebody sees a business opportunity in the Open Search Use Case and decides to set up a company offering storage and search services of Open Release Content. The first question a would be Creator would ask before Releasing his Content as Open Release is: how can I be sure that I can be safely and easily be recognised as the Creator of my Content Item? 
The answer that DMP has designed is: by Registering the Content Item with a Content Registration Agency. But this in turn requires that there is a Content Registration Authority that appoints it.

Of course this is not the only Authority that is required to establish the complete DMP governance infrastructure, but it is certainly one that is required in all cases, while other Authorities may not always be required.
Based on the above I propose that DMP address the issue of appointing the Content Registration Authority at its upcoming meeting in Beijing.

The procedure for doing so is indicated in AD #5. The first step is the drafting of a “Call for Participation” by the General Assembly. The Call will then be handed over to the Board of Directors to look after the following steps leading to the proposal of one candidate to be appointed by the General Assembly.

We may not be ready to have the final text of the Call agreed in Beijing but I think it is important that we set things in motion without delay.
